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This year, we have a new principal looking to make some 
positive changes to our middle school. Her name is Ms. 
Jackson, and she wants to make the school an even 
better place. When we asked what her vision is for OMS, 
she said she wanted to create a culture that is safe and 
positive and to have kids want to come to school.  
 
Ms. Jackson started teaching in 1986. She has worked as 
a teacher and a special needs teacher and has worked 
her way up to a principal. She put over 15 years of 
teaching into North Naples Middle School, and says she 
looks forward to teaching kids here at Oakridge and to 
helping them achieve their full potential. Some of the 
best things she experiences as a teacher/principal is 
when she meets kids who come into Oakridge as a child and mature into a better, more 
responsible, and more resilient person over the three year period in middle 
school. However, she dislikes seeing kids go through a lot of pressure because of their 
home life and wants to see kids just being kids and not having to worry so much about 
the challenges that come to them in general.   
 

We look forward to having Ms. Jackson as our new principal and to seeing the changes 
that she makes and the effects that she will have on not only the students, but also 
staff, teachers, and our school as a whole.  The Bulldog family welcomes you! 

MS. JACKSON, OUR NEW PRINCIPAL 

BY HELENA BREWER AND GIANNA JARMAN 

Mrs. Gordon is the new lovely assistant principal at Oakridge 
Middle School. We welcome her with great respect and are 
beyond excited to be with her this year!!! She is a mother of two 
children and loves to help them succeed and accomplish their 
goals as well as ours. One of the most difficult parts of her job is 
seeing students not get what they want all the time. Mrs. 
Gordon started teaching in Broward County, and she is from the 
Fort Lauderdale area. In addition, her mom was a teacher.  Mrs. 
Gordon has been working at schools for 24 years and wants to 
continue working at schools for another 24 years. Mrs. Gordon is 
very passionate about her wonderful job, and we hope she can 
enjoy our Oakridge Middle School journey with us!!!  

MS. GORDON, OUR NEW ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL 

BY: GIANNA JARMAN AND KAYLA JUSLEMISTE 



OMS BULLDOG SUPERHEROES IN KINDNESS 
BY MELIA MARTIN 
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I would like to 
tell you all about 
two awesome 
students that do 
good every day 
for their friends 
in the MC1 unit. I 
met Ben Sarab 
and Nate 
Sopchak last year 

when our class joined their robotics class for related 
arts.  Both boys immediately shone above and 
beyond their peers. My students have severe and 
profound disabilities and sometimes middle school 
children are hesitant about getting to know them. 
Ben and Nate came over and interacted with my 
students without hesitation, they touched them 
gently by giving a pat on the shoulder or a high five, 
and they talk to them, not around them.  This is 
absolutely amazing because I know some adults that 
do not speak directly to my students.  The boys 
really see my students as individual people with 
unique personalities and special gifts.  Ben and Nate 
do not see a student with a disability, they see a 
student with possibility.   These two students have 
been volunteering countless hours of their own time 
ever since. 

Ben and Nate help in the mornings to greet our 
class. They come to school early each day and help 
us get the classroom ready for the students before 
accompanying us to the bus loop to greet their 

friends.  They take volunteering in our room very 
seriously, as if it were a job, and they give 110% 
whenever they have been in my room. 

These exceptional teenagers continue to volunteer 
and help my students whenever possible.  Most 
recently they each volunteered to help my students 
with their science fair projects.  The boys both 
agreed to help our class knowing that they would 
have to make up missed work in their science 
classes and have additional hours of homework.  It 
is so admirable to think they are sacrificing their 
own free time to help our students and make a 
difference in their lives. 

At the end of last 
year Ben wrote a 
thank you letter to 
the robotics 
teacher who had 
introduced him to 
our class; it was so 
inspirational that it 
received attention 
at the district level, 

showing how positive inclusive opportunities can be 
for everyone, with or without a disability. Last spring 
break Nate used his own spending money during a 
family vacation to Disney to buy one of our students 
a shirt and light saber toy key chain for his 
wheelchair.  Nate knew it was from his favorite 
movie and it would make him so excited. 

They have changed my students’ lives in such a 
positive way. My students will follow their voices 
and search for them when they are in class.  My 
students will “talk” by making vocalizations to 
secure their attention.  Ben and Nate can always 
make the kids laugh and feel included no matter 
what activity we are doing.  In my 16 years teaching 
students with severe and profound disabilities I 
have never witnessed anything so beautiful.  They 
are true friends to my students and undercover 
heroes.  It is an honor to have them work with my 
students.  



2019 FALL SPORTS UPDATE 
 KATIE COLLEDGE, CATE DEROSAAND KAREN FERNANDEZ-RUA 
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Bulldog athletics got off to a great start this year!  Cross 
Country sign-ups and Volleyball sign-ups during the 
second week of school!  We have 60 athletes on our Cross 
Country team and close to 40 boys tried out for Volleyball 
and over 70 girls tried out for the girls Volleyball team! 

Cross Country got off to a great start with the Lely 
Invitational and our Bulldogs bringing home 11 of the 60 
medals earned that day.  With 13 teams, that’s more than 
our share.  Both boys and girls teams finished up the 
regular season on October 5th at the MIA Rays Invitational 
on Marco Island, with both teams placing 3rd out of 15 
boys teams and 13 girls teams.  This showing qualifies us 
for the Florida State Meet on October 26th in Lakeland, FL!  
Go Bulldogs! 

Oakridge hosted over 
350 athletes at the 
CCAC Cross Country 
Championships on 
October 12, Our Girls 
placed 2nd and Boys 3rd 
in the County.  WILL 
MONTANYE IS THE 
CCAC 2019 BOYS CROSS 
COUNTRY CHAMPION, 
winning the boys race 
with a time of 10:29, a 
full 32 seconds faster 
than his previous PR.  
Also receiving medals at 
the Championship were 
Sadie Scardino, Kylie 
Will, Hana Markovic, 
Aarnav Sheth and 

Carlos Marin.   90% of our athletes reached a PR 
(personal record) in this Championship race! 

22 Bulldog Athletes travelled to 
Lakeland Florida for the FLYRA 
State Cross Country Meet.  The 
boys team placed 12th and the 
girls placed 15 in the state meet.  
Will Montanye once again did not 
disappoint, receiving a medal and 
finishing 10th in the Boys State 
Championship race!  Athletes that 
attended the meet are as follows: 

Last First 
Varsity 
or JV 

Grade 

Doonan Maya V 8 

Downing Kaitlyn V 6 

Higgins Nichole V 7 

Kelley Isabella V 7 

Markovic Hana V 8 

Scardino Sadie V 8 

Will Kylie V 8 
Cunningham Connor JV 8 

Garcia Sebastian A V 7 

Grows Parker JV 6 

Haddaway Randy JV 6 

Herrmann Andrew V 8 

Kamen Zack JV 8 

Lewis Joseph V 8 

Marin Carlos V 8 

Mocarski Lucas JV 7 

Montanye William V 8 

Pierre Jaedyn JV 6 

Pope Joe JV 8 

Sheth Aarnav V 8 

Sickels Ethan V 7 

Zaatini Ezequiel JV 6 



This year marks the 27th year of Oakridge Middle 

School opening, and the 27th year of band here at OMS. 

This year not only are we going to improve our best but 

also, we start another generation of what will soon be 

our Symphonic band, Jazz band, and Wind Ensemble. 

This year, we get to have Mr. Rosbottom as our band 

teacher. 

MR. ROSBOTTOM, OUR BAND DIRECTOR. 

Mr. Rosbottom runs all the bands here at Oakridge 

Middle School, a total of 6. There are three beginning 

band classes, one Symphonic or intermediate band, one 

Wind Ensemble or advanced band, and my personal 

favorite, a Jazz band. During the interview I asked Mr. 

Rosbottom what his motives were to teach middle 

school band. He said he took enjoyment from teaching 

middle school bands, his desired level, and he gets to 

have fun at his job. In fact, he has been playing the 

saxophone since he was in middle school band, a total 

of 37 years! 

Mr. Rosbottom decided he wanted to be a band teacher 

by his senior year of high school. He had and has had a 

passion for saxophone and decided he wanted to 

continue it in helping other kids learn too. So, he went 

to Stetson University and pursued a music ed degree. 

The first band he ever taught was Ft. Myers Lee Middle 

School. Since then, he has worked at Golden Gate 

where he was first inspired to start a jazz band and now 

here at OMS. 

Jazz Band 

During his time teaching at Ft. Myers Lee Middle 

School, Mr. Rosbottom was exposed to teaching a jazz 

band. This inspired him to open a jazz band when he 

moved on to Golden Gate Middle School, and again 

when he moved on to our school, Oakridge Middle 

School. This is marking the 5th year of jazz band. As a 

member, it is easy to see how much he enjoys it and 

how much the other students enjoy it too. We start off 

our days warming up by performing scales and then 

jump into our songs shortly after. Instruments in the 

jazz band range from trumpets, trombones, 

saxophones, drums, bass guitars, guitars, pianos, and 

other percussion instruments such as a tambourine or a 

cowbell. Occasionally we will watch videos of jazz 

musicians performing the songs we are learning to play. 

Mr. Rosbottom’s favorite jazz musician he says would 

have to be Miles Davis, a trumpet player. 

Beginning Band 

We’ve all had to do beginning band at some point, 

where we get introduced to all the instruments and 

what we could become if we stuck with it. Last year, I 

was in it. Typically in beginning band we start the year 

off learning the correct posture to sit in our chairs, how 

to form a correct embouchure (how you form your 

mouth in order to play your instrument), simple notes 

in usually 2 to 4 different scales, how to get the right 

airstream, how to hold mallets properly and hit your 

instrument if you’re in the percussion section, how to 

tongue, and so much more. The instruments students 

have the option to play include the flute, the clarinet, 

the oboe, the saxophone, the French horn, the trumpet, 

the baritone, the tubas, the trombones, the bassoon, 

and percussion instruments. Beginning band is 

probably the year you learn the most in band.  

Symphonic Band 

Symphonic band is the 

middle or 

intermediate band 

typically having 7th 

graders with a few 8th 

graders buckled in. 

Brooke Harvey, also a 

member of the 

newsletter, 

participates in this 

band. First, she would 

just like to say, “Hi, 

mom!” She describes 

the band having no 

oboes or bassoons! 

That’s interesting.   
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THE OAKRIDGE MIDDLE SCHOOL BAND AND DIRECTOR 

BY HELENA BREWER 

Band Continued on Page 5 



 

When I asked her 

what the daily 

routine is, she said, 

“We start off our 

day playing the five

-note scale and 

move on to some 

major scales such 

as B-flat and 

sometimes E-flat 

concert. Then we 

usually play some 

exercises in the 

book or our music 

that we will be 

playing for the 

concert.” Brooke 

also likes Mr. Rosbottom and says he’s a really nice 

teacher, and it is her favorite class by far. 

Wind Ensemble 

This is the final band that the Oakridge students go 

through typically containing mostly 8th graders but a 

few 7th graders based on a transfer of one band to 

another.  The warm ups in Wind Ensemble are very 

similar to the warm ups in Symphonic band. We also 

start off with a five-note scale, then move on to a major 

scale sheet but play B-flat, E-flat, F-, and A-flat concert 

scale. And newly introduced to some of us, we play a 

chromatic scale containing every single note from a 

very low F to a very high F! Our routine in Wind 

Ensemble is usually as follows; first, we do our warm 

ups listed above, next, we will play some of our concert 

music, and throughout that our teacher(s) will 

individualize each section and listen to them play to 

investigate a problem going on in music within that 

section which he does with every band also. 

FINALE 

And this is our routine! Every day of the school year 

we’ll pick up our binders and head to band, unpacking 

our instruments and we play. As we continue, we will 

get better and better each day, and when the end of the 

year comes, new 6th graders will choose an instrument 

in Beginning Band.  Beginning band will turn into 

Symphonic band, and Symphonic will turn into Wind 

Ensemble. It’s all just one big never-ending cycle! 

 
 

BAND CONTINUED 

Bulldog Volleyball just complet-
ed their 4th week of play boys 
are undefeated, winning every 
set and game.  The girls are 3-1 
going into the Tournament.  
Both teams may very well con-
tinue the Bulldog Volleyball 
Dynasty with more CCAC 
Championship trophies!   Come 
out and cheer on our Volleyball 
teams on Saturday November 
2nd for a Double Header, vs 
Pine Ridge @ 10AM and 
Gulfview at 12PM, all four 
games are played at Golden 

Gate High School. 

Soccer and Basketball sign-ups will begin the week of October 
28th, so keep your ears and eyes open for the announce-
ments. 

FALL SPORTS CONT. . . .  
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I think that everyone has heard about the tragic catego-

ry 5 hurricane, Dorian, and how it just tore through the 

Bahamas, leaving destruction and devastation behind, 

everything torn apart and no place to run for the Baha-

mians . Ever since it was introduced as a storm on Au-

gust 30, everyone had been fearfully watching it closely 

and holding their breath. Especially as it got closer to 

Florida and even closer to the Bahamas. The ferocious 

hurricane finally hit the Bahamas on September 2. It 

started as a small rainstorm that just got bigger as the 

hours dragged on, until 185 mph winds were ripping 

roofs off, and the water surrounding everything was up 

to 18ft. One man in a video said that it was like living on 

a houseboat, the water up to the palm trees. Even 

the airport was underwater. The rains and storm surge 

continued, and many people had to evacuate their 

drowning homes. In multiple videos, water was filling 

the floors and was up to cabinets, everything on the 

floor being destroyed. Holes in roofs didn’t make things 

any better. Many people didn’t survive as they had to 

swim to safety, trudging 

through the powerful 

winds, waves, and storm. 

One little boy drowned 

while swimming to safety. 

Many people had babies 

with them, like one mom 

in a video who desperate-

ly asked for prayers and 

said she couldn’t leave her 

home as it was filling up 

with water every mi-

nute. But, things got 

worse.  

During the night of September 3, Hurricane Dorian 

came to a complete stop over the Bahamas. Moving at 0 

mph, the Bahamians started to give up hope that it 

would ever end. They had been watching it, following it, 

praying about it, as it slowly kept moving. It seemed as 

though every mile it traveled, the people gained more 

hope; however, it would last longer than expected. Many 

people were running out of food and water. The water and 

winds just kept getting worse and more destructive, peo-

ple wondered if they would even survive. Even more peo-

ple than before had no choice but to evacuate. One lady 

and her brother who were living together evacuated their 

drowning home with their few dogs, wearing backpacks of 

whatever they could gather. Families helplessly witnessed 

loved ones perish. 

Hope started to arise on September 4th. Hurricane Dori-

an was moving! It was now a category 2. It seemed as 

though, during this time, it wasn’t just the Bahamians, 

but the Floridians too, that had Hurricane Dorian on their 

minds. They couldn’t break from their phones, watching 

the updates of Hurricane Dorian and the Bahamas, feel-

ing very devastated for the people, and fearful as they 

knew that this monster that was destroying the Bahamas, 

was coming their way. Once Dorian finally started to leave 

the Bahamas, rescuers started to pile in, only able to 

reach some areas, since others were too dangerous. At 

least 62,000 people were left without water or food. 45% 

of the homes and buildings were damaged or destroyed. 

Sadly, 30 deaths were confirmed. But, as much as Dorian 

left major devastation behind, it also left 

some surprising events. One lady rescued about 100 stray 

dogs from the outside before the storm hit and brought 

them into her home. One family hid in a basement under 

their pool for the whole storm, and survived. Someone 

even spotted a shark swimming outside of their window! 

Someone named Mr. Harris explained, “….I don’t think 

we have seen [a storm] as bad as this. This is one for the 

history books.”  

HURRICANE DORIAN AND THE BAHAMAS   
BY: SOFIA ARNOLD  
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WRITERS CORNER 

Italy Sonnet by Drew Mallette 

 

Italy, my sweet, sweet family home, 
In the Vatican where the priests might pray, 
Vatican City has world’s tallest dome, 
Maybe in the fields where the children might play, 
 
Pizza, the Italians Favorite food, 
Italians love watching horse races, 
The delicious sure sets a great mood, 
Milan might have some designer laces, 
 
In a river Gondoliers my folks row, 
Religion is very important to me, 
In a farm you might see farmers hoeing, 
Italy has pretty places to see, 
 
Italy is very important to me, 
If you go the you might see what I see. 

Myth Poem  By Jesse Pollet 
 
Once there were fire breathing Giants, one could’ve been 
named Girth,  
they all one day shook the Earth.  
And one was armed, but after the Earth shook,  
Pluto was alarmed. Then Pluto went to look  
at the damage that was done.  
Because cracks on the ceiling, was no fun.  
But when Pluto went to see the damage from this,  
Eros, A.K.A Cupid, like the archer of love he is.  
He shot Pluto when his aim was true, 
then in Pluto’s heart love started to brew.  
It was then that Pluto saw  
Persephone, who was a beautiful widow.  
Pluto then realized Persephone was the love of his life, and 
quickly sought out to make her his wife.  
Then Pluto plotted a plan to kidnap Persephone and fly 
over the plain.  
Meanwhile Persephone thought Pluto was insane!  
And poor Demeter who’s heart was about to crack,  
just wanted her daughter back.  
Every time Pluto was asked to return Persephone,  
Pluto’s voice would boom as he said no.  
Sadly Persephone can’t leave the Underworld forever,  
and no it’s not because of the weather.  
It was because of the fruit  
that she accepted from Pluto the brute.  
After a few months Pluto let Persephone go,  
though the thought made Pluto’s skin as pale as snow.  
Persephone and her mother see each other,  
The spring and summer are here when she’s with her 
mother! 

Sonnet by Paula Angel 
 

 I get blushed when I talk about love;  
 It’s such a powerful and sweet feeling,  
 Love is in the air as a free dove  
 When you get hurt, people help with healing.  
 Some people might play around with your heart,  
  But there will be someone to help you out.  
  Love is wonderful like a piece of art,  
  If you feel hurt; there will be another route.   
 When love is around, all hearts beat as one,  
  Everybody feels its awesome magic,  
  It’s a trophy that everyone has won,  
  Without love’s effects, life would be tragic.  
      Love comes in different sizes and shapes,  
      Sometimes it feels sweet and sour as grapes. 

Sonnet by Soham Dihenia 
 
Israel is a wonderful person 
Oh he shows that kindness every day 
To me, to you, and to everyone 
Respect all the things he says if you may 
 
He always comes to me with a smile 
That joyful voice is music to my ears 
A successful walk down the good aisle 
His kindness is a healthy biosphere 
 
I know he will always be at my side 
We will both go on any adventure 
He will save me from any roaring tide 
After that, we both say “What a great lure!” 
 
Israel is one true buddy for my life 
The word Joyful is the mood, no more strife! 
 

The Dream Life By Johnny Ruggiero 
 

Running around the base dirt kicking up 

Hearing the crack of the bat boom, crack, slash 

Making great plays and showing them what’s up 

Hitting the ball to the fence and then I dash 
 
Bat flipping and staring at the pitcher 

Robbing home runs and the crowd going crazy 

Making money and getting more richer 

Always hustling no being lazy 
 
Batting in the beginning of the order 

Driving the ball and taking over control 

Hitting the baseball over the boarder 

Making the pitcher crazy and a troll  

 

Winning the game and the crowd shouting yay 

All I want to do is go and just play 



Shakespeare Sonnet by Everett Tedrow 
 

There are many things to discover 
When exploring secrets of mythology 
Like a book that was never uncovered, 

And was found by theology 
 

You can find out secrets of the Greek gods 
Or explore the history of Romans 

To find out the background of Neptune’s rod 
As if you resurrected the Trojans 

 
If you want you can learn of Egypt 

Or find out about the god named Horus 
When you read the ancient transcripts 

Plus the god of death in Egypt is Horus 
 

You’ll enjoy it because it’s so much fun 

So go on an adventure and you’ll run.  

Cold by David Sage 
 
One man can build and fight to find freedom 
Man, power, and recreation can wake, scare 
Weapons rise and fall, as people with kingdoms 
Twentieth century power, all beware  
 
Country’s come and go, some strike fear with power 
Some organize to fight, take down the pain 
Manufacturers and men build white towers  
Towers that signal misfortune and gloomy rain 
 
An oval bomb, meant to kill, corrupts fear 
Fission kicks in the atoms fight, quaking 
Complex and impossible, until you hear 
A plane, a country’s demise, radiation raking   
 
War tears a country apart, brave and weak 
But many halt with corruption, war, peace they seek 

New Jersey in the Winter! By Jinhee Frecker 

  

The wonderful sounds of the city streets.   
Look out the window to see snowflakes dance.   
The roads are frosted over just like sheets.   
You may find a snowman just take a glance.   
  
Do not get caught up in a snow ball fight.   
The children are playing out in the snow.  
Inside you find the fire place burn bright.   
It shines beautifully with light and glow.   
  
Everywhere you look, you see some mittens.   
Lay in the snow, and make some snow angels.  
As you observe outdoors the snow thickens.  
Frost covers all the benches and tables.  
  
Run to the backyard, roll up a snowman.   
Add a carrot nose, then leave him to tan.  
 

Sonnet – Love and Logic by Kate Faulkenberg 
 
Logic can think on her feet in seconds 
Love although is more famous and profound 
Logic can help your brain become legends 
Love can leave people with sights that astound  
 
Both can be annoyed by the other found friend  
But they would never betray the good pair 
Both have their fates, hand in hand they both lend 
A decision without either, it wouldn’t be fair 
 
Balance these two can challenge many 
Never underestimate the power of them  
With both you can be extraordinary 
Love a flower while Logic is the stem 
 
Together forever what transforms 

Together they can take the world by storm! 

WRITERS CORNER CONTINUED . . .  
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ARTISTS CORNER— ART STUDENT’S SELF PORTRAITS 

BY SALLY LINFIELD 



Sofia Arnold 

Mia Beesing 

Helena Brewer 

Karen Fernandez-Rua 

Brooke Harvey 

Gianna Jarman 

Kayla Julemiste 

Naomi Luu 

Hallee Mathews 

Keshly  Payero-Gonzalez 

Isabelle Orta 

 

Mrs. Charlotte Bremseth 

Ms. Celeste Duplaa 

L to R: Helena Brewer, Gianna Jarman, Brooke Harvey, Keshley Payero-Gonzalez, Hallee Matthews  

BULLDOG BULLETIN STAFF 


